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HONG KONG FOR DIDR/INS - FELDMAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: BANGKOK POST ARTICLE ON REEUGEE "MARRIAGES" 

1 . A BANGKOK POST ARTICLE OF APRIL 25 REPORTED THAT TWO 
YOUNG REFUGEE COUPLES WERE "LEGALLY MARRIED" AT THE US 
EMBASSY ON APRIL 24. THE PAPER ALSO CARRIED A PICTURE OF 
THE TWO COUPLES WITH REVEREND TAYLOR, A LOCAL ANGLICAN 
CLERGYMAN WHO PRESIDED AT THE CEREMONY. 

2. THE BACKGROUND OF THIS SITUATION IS AS EOLLOWS: IT HAS 
BEEN EXPLAINED THAT AT INS REQUEST, COMMENCING WITH THE 
EXPANDED PAROLE PROGRAM OF 1976, APPROVED REFUGEES FOR 
THE US WHO HAVE BEEN MARRIED IN CAMPS HAVE BEEN ISSUED 
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES BY WESTERN CLERGYMEN IN CEREMONY 
ON EMBASSY PREMISES, ARRANGED BY REFUGEE OEFICE PERSONNEL. 
THE ORIGINAL REASONING APPARENTLY WAS THAT SOME MEANS 

OF VERIFYING A CAMP MARRIAGE WAS NECESSARY SINCE 

THAI LAW PROVIDES NO MEANS OF REGISTRATION FOR MARRIAGE OF 

ILLEGAL ALIENS, A CATEGORY IN WHICH ALL REFUGEES FALL. 
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US MILITARY CHAPLAINS INITIALLY CONDUCTED THE CEREMONY, BUT 
SINCE THE LATER PART OF 1976 PRIVATE CLERGYMEN HAVE DONE SO. 
THEY HAVE CONTINUED TO USE THE U.S. ARMY CERTIFICATE OF 
MARRIAGE. 

3. SINCE AUGUST 1977 LESS THAN TEN SUCH MARRIAGES 
HAVE BEEN VERIFIED USING THESE PROCEDURES. WE ARE 
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DISCONTINUING THIS PRACTICE, AND PLAN TO ASK THOSE 
MARRIED IN THE CAMPS TO MAKE A SWORN STATEMENT 
WHICH WOULD THEN BE NOTARIZED BY A CONSULAR OFFICIAL. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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